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Organ improvisation 
 
Hymn (Tune: Praise my soul) 
 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
to his feet thy tribute bring; 

ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
who like me his praise should sing? 

Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise the everlasting King. 

 
Praise him for his grace and favour 

to our fathers in distress; 
praise him, still the same for ever, 
slow to chide, and swift to bless: 

Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! 
glorious in his faithfulness. 

 
Father-like he tends and spares us; 

well our feeble frame he knows; 
in his hands he gently bears us, 

rescues us from all our foes: 
Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! 

widely as his mercy flows. 
 

Frail as summer’s flower we flourish; 
blows the wind and it is gone; 

but, while mortals rise and perish, 
God endures unchanging on. 

Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise the high eternal One. 
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Angels, help us to adore him; 
ye behold him face to face; 

sun and moon, bow down before him; 
dwellers all in time and space. 

Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise with us the God of grace. 
 

Words: Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847) 
Music: John Goss (1800 -1880) 

 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship  
 
Primus: The world belongs to God,  

All the earth and all its people.  
 
Moderator: How good it is, how wonderful  

To live together in unity.  
 
Primus: Love and faith come together.  

Justice and peace join hands.  
 
Moderator: If Christ’s disciples keep silent,  

These stones would shout aloud.  
 
Primus: Christ is in us as God is in Christ. 

May we become one, that the world may believe. 
 
Moderator: Open our lips, O God,  

And our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 
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Prayer of Approach  
 
Prayer of Confession 
 

Let us in silence confess our failures  
to live as disciples of Christ. 

 
Silence 

 
Leaders: Before God, with the people of God,  

we confess to our brokenness:  
to the ways we wound our lives,  
the lives of others,  
and the life of the world. 

 
All:   May God forgive you, Christ renew you, 

and the Spirit enable you to grow in love. 
 
Leaders: Amen. 
 
All:   Before God, with the people of God,  

we confess to our brokenness:  
to the ways we wound our lives,  
the lives of others,  
and the life of the world. 

 
Leaders: May God forgive you, Christ renew you,  

and the Spirit enable you to grow in love. 
 
All:   Amen. 
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The Choir sings Psalm 34 
 

1 I will alway give thanks unto the Lord :  
his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 

2 My soul shall make her boast in the Lord : 
 the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 

3 O praise the Lord with me :  
and let us magnify his Name together. 

4 I sought the Lord, and he heard me :  
yea, he delivered me out of all my fear. 

5 They had an eye unto him, 
 and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed. 

6 Lo, the poor crieth, and the Lord heareth him :  
yea, and saveth him out of all his troubles. 

7 The angel of the Lord tarrieth round about them  
that fear him : and delivereth them. 

8 O taste, and see, how gracious the Lord is :  
blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 

9 O fear the Lord, ye that are his saints :  
for they that fear him lack nothing. 

10 The lions do lack, and suffer hunger :  
but they who seek the Lord  

shall want no manner of thing that is good. 
11 Come, ye children, and hearken unto me :  

I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
12 What man is he that lusteth to live :  

and would fain see good days? 
13 Keep thy tongue from evil :  

and thy lips, that they speak no guile. 
14 Eschew evil, and do good :  

seek peace, and ensue it. 
15 The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous :  

and his ears are open unto their prayers. 
16 The countenance of the Lord is against them that do evil :  
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to root out the remembrance of them from the earth. 
17 The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth them:  

and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 
18 The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart :  

and will save such as be of an humble spirit. 
19 Great are the troubles of the righteous :  

but the Lord delivereth him out of all. 
20 He keepeth all his bones :  

so that not one of them is broken. 
21 But misfortune shall slay the ungodly :  

and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate. 
22 The Lord delivereth the souls of his servants :  

and all they that put their trust in him  
shall not be destitute. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. 

 
Reading: Isaiah 43: 18-21 (NRSV)  Rev Canon John McLuckie 
 

Do not remember the former things, 
   or consider the things of old. 
I am about to do a new thing; 
   now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
   and rivers in the desert. 
The wild animals will honour me, 
   the jackals and the ostriches; 
for I give water in the wilderness, 
   rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my chosen people, 
   the people whom I formed for myself 
so that they might declare my praise. 
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The Choir sings the Magnificat (Dyson in D) 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord :  
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded :  
the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 

For behold, from henceforth : 
 all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me :  
and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him :  
throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm :  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination  

of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things :   

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel :  

as he promised to our forefathers,  
Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. 

 
Reading: Ephesians 4: 1-6 (NRSV)   Rev Alison McDonald 
 

I therefore beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which 
you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is 
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one 
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hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 

 
The Choir sings the Nunc Dimittis 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace :  
according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen :  
thy salvation; 

Which thou hast prepared :  
before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. 

 
Reflections 

The Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland  
and the Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church 

 
The Saint Andrew Declaration: a liturgical reading 
 

We, the Church of Scotland and the Scottish Episcopal Church, 
in the light of our common calling within the life of the Church 
of Jesus Christ in Scotland, shaped by our understanding of the 
mission of God, our agreement in faith, and the opportunities 
to share in ministry and mission, make the following 
Declaration:  

 
We acknowledge one another’s churches as churches belonging 
to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ 
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and truly participating in the apostolic mission of the whole 
people of God.  

 
We acknowledge that our churches share in the common 
confession of the Apostolic Faith.  

 
We acknowledge that, in our churches, the Word of God is 
authentically preached, and the sacraments of Baptism and 
Holy Communion are faithfully administered.  

 
We acknowledge one another’s ordained ministries as 
possessing not only the inward call of the Spirit but also Christ’s 
commission through the Church, and as given by God to be 
instruments of grace for the mission and unity of the Church.  

 
We acknowledge that personal, collegial, and communal 
oversight (episkope) is embodied and exercised in our churches 
in a variety of forms, as a visible sign expressing and serving the 
Church’s unity and continuity in apostolic life, ministry, and 
mission.  

 
We acknowledge that our unity is as yet imperfect, and we look 
forward to the time when the fuller visible unity of our 
churches may be realised. We commit ourselves to respond 
together to our common calling to proclaim the reign of God to 
all the people of Scotland by strengthening our partnership in 
ministry and mission.  

 
Through this commitment, we hope to enrich our continuing 
relationships locally, nationally, and internationally with the 
churches of Scotland and throughout the world, that we may 
deepen our individual faith and serve God’s whole creation. We 
will welcome opportunities to draw other churches into the 
activities and initiatives that we share.  
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As part of that commitment to seek appropriate ways to 
respond to our common calling within the life of the Church of 
Jesus Christ, we are now going to stand and affirm our 
commitment together.   

 
We ask you, the ministers and members of the Church of 
Scotland and the Scottish Episcopal Church:  

 
Will you commit your Church, congregations, and yourselves to 
pray for and with one another; to work towards the fuller 
sharing of ministry, and of spiritual, human, financial, and 
physical resources? 

 
Led by the Primus and the Moderator, all respond: 
 
 With the help of God, we will. 
 

Will you commit your Church, congregations, and yourselves to 
encourage, affirm and support local expressions of our 
common calling within the life of the Church as it participates in 
the mission of God, and to explore opportunities for new 
partnerships in the communities in which we serve? 

 
 With the help of God, we will. 
 

Will you commit your Church, congregations, and yourselves to 
welcome one another’s members to worship and participate in 
the congregational life of each other’s churches? 

 
 With the help of God, we will. 
 

Will you commit your Church, congregations, and yourselves to 
stimulate theological discussion between our churches, 
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including consideration of the outstanding issues hindering 
fuller communion? 

 
 With the help of God, we will. 
 

Will you commit your Church, congregations, and yourselves to 
work together in practical and prophetic ways on the social, 
political, and ethical issues arising from our shared participation 
in public life?  

 
 With the help of God, we will. 
 

To ensure that these commitments are followed through at 
every level of our church life, will you commit your Church, 
congregations and yourselves to allocate resources to joint 
initiatives, and to hold one another to account on what we 
have agreed to do? 

 
 With the help of God, we will. 
 
Signing of the Saint Andrew Declaration  

The Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland  
and the Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church 

 
The Choir sings the Anthem 
 

Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing: 
My God and King. 

The heavens are not too high, 
His praise may thither fly; 
The earth is not too low, 

His praises there may grow. 
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Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing: 
My God and King. 

The Church with psalms must shout, 
No door can keep them out; 

But above all, the heart 
Must bear the longest part. 

 
Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing: 

My God and King. 
 

Words: George Herbert (1593–1633) 
Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958) 

 
Prayers of Intercession  
 

United in Christ who gives us the victory,  
together we pray to God: 

 

 
 
([sung]: With God all things are possible;  
all things are possible with God.) 

 
For the Church, the Body of Christ, that we might truly live the 
unity we receive through the Holy Spirit. Together we pray: 
[sung]: With God all things are possible;  
all things are possible with God. 

 
For the leaders of our churches, that they may be faithful to the 
unity to which we and all Christians are called. Together we 
pray: 
[sung]: With God all things are possible;  
all things are possible with God. 
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For the nations of the world, that they may live in peace with 
one another and promote justice for all. Together we pray: 
[sung]: With God all things are possible;  
all things are possible with God. 

 
For all people, that we may be good stewards of creation. 
Together we pray: 
[sung]: With God all things are possible;  
all things are possible with God. 

 
For all people in our society, that we may be transformed to 
live as caring neighbours to one other. Together we pray: 
[sung]: With God all things are possible;  
all things are possible with God. 

 
For all families and households, that their struggles and their 
joys may find fulfilment in your love. Together we pray: 
[sung]: With God all things are possible;  
all things are possible with God. 

 
For the sick and suffering, that their lives may be transformed 
by your healing presence. Together we pray: 
[sung]: With God all things are possible; 
all things are possible with God. 

 
For the dying, that they may be comforted by your presence. 
Together we pray: 
[sung]: With God all things are possible;  
all things are possible with God. 
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Lord, you stand in the midst of us; help us to know your 
presence with us always.  

 
Grant us unity and peace in all that we say,  
in all that we do, and in all that we are. Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
Hymn (Tune: Thornbury) 
 

Your hand, O God, has guided 
your flock, from age to age; 

the wondrous tale is written, 
full clear, on every page; 

your people owned your goodness, 
and we their deeds record; 

and both of this bear witness: 
one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
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Your heralds brought glad tidings 
to greatest as to least; 

they summoned all to hasten 
and share the great King’s feast; 
and this was all their teaching, 

in every deed and word, 
to all alike proclaiming: 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
 

Through many a day of darkness, 
through many a scene of strife, 
the faithful few fought bravely 

to guard the nation’s life. 
Their Gospel of redemption, 
sin pardoned, life restored, 

was all in this enfolded: 
one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

 
Your mercy will not fail us, 

nor leave your work undone; 
with your right hand to help us, 

your victory shall be won; 
by mortals and by angels 

your name shall be adored, 
and this shall be our anthem: 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
 

Words: Edward Hayes Plumptre (1821-1891) altered 
Music: Basil Harwood (1859-1949) 
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Blessing  
 
Primus:  There is one body and one spirit. 

There is one hope to which we were called; 
 

Moderator:  one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all. 

 
Moderator  May God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
AND Primus:  three persons in one God, 

inspire you to live as one, 
that you may witness to the perfect unity of his love; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

 
Amen. 

 
Dismissal  
 

The worship is over;  
the service begins.  

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 
Organ Voluntary 
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Permission to publish the words and stream the music in this service 
 is obtained from ONE LICENSE, Licence A-736776.  

All rights reserved. 


